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Signs of the Times 

I was born under the zodiac sign of Aries, which is 

traditionally identified by an adult Ram.  According to the 

science of Astrology, the secret desire of an Aries is ‘to lead 

the way for others’. 

I grew up in a lovely residential district, in a city in 

Western Canada.  My father was a carpenter and bricklayer 

who, in the late 1950s, built a little home near a river for his 

growing family.  Born of European descent, he was the 

eldest of ten children.  If I was to describe my father in one 

phrase, it would be ‘the ultimate perfectionist’. 

My childhood memory of my eldest sister is one of a 

self-admitted atheist.  She believed that people are a 

product of their environment.  I can remember her once 

telling me that, when babies are born, they are a ‘blank 

canvas’.  But she could never understand why her two sons 

were developing completely different personalities in spite of 

the fact that she was raising them both in exactly the same 

manner. 

Ayn Rand was one of her favorite writers.  As a 

Russian-born American Philosopher and the author of several 

popular books, such as Atlas Shrugged and The 

Fountainhead, it was Rand who developed the philosophy of 

Objectivism.  Her philosophical theory of knowledge defines 

how we can translate our perception into valid concepts that 
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identify the facts of our reality.  It rejects both faith and 

feelings as a means of attaining knowledge. 

I can recall my other sister, Lynn, having always been 

a devout Christian.  I admire her for her great faith.  She is 

forever reading verses of the Bible and, every Sunday 

morning, she dutifully heads off to church for services.  In 

contrast to both of my sisters’ views on spirituality, my 

brothers have always held a religious belief system that is 

more ‘middle-of-the-road’. 

My own thoughts of God began around the age of 

fourteen when I came to the realization that mainstream 

science, in all its wisdom, hasn’t discovered how to create a 

living tree.  I grew to hold typical Christian views but I have 

never believed that God expects us to show our love for Him 

from inside a steepled building. 

The kingdom of God is within you. 
Luke 17:21 

There is a Mesoamerican civilization, known as the 

Maya, which exists throughout southern Mexico and northern 

Central America.  According to the Mayans, the age in which 

we are currently living marks the end of a 500 year long 

world cycle they call the Trail of Tears.  This cycle began 

with the Spanish Conquest of the Americas in the sixteenth 

century and culminated in the destruction of several native 

civilizations.  These included the Maya, as well as the Hopi, 

Laika and Inca tribes. 
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